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in addition to the most essential ^>f all, namely, the
Budget. The discussion of the Budget is the only
opportunity which the Upper House has for expressing,
like the Lower House, its views on important political
affairs. It is true that, under the Constitution, it has a
more restricted share in the settlement of its details than
the other Chamber. But it is precisely the general
character of its right of intervention respecting the
Budget which shows that, under the Constitution, the
Upper House is expected to discuss, not the individual
items, but the general political significance of the whole
Budgefc under its various heads, thus giving public
expression to the views on State affairs prevailing in the
classes represented by that body. Not a single com-
plaint has yet been heard from members of the Upper
House that, owing to the manner in whicfi. business has
been conducted up to the present, the influence which
they are entitled to exercise upon the policy of the
Government has been unduly restricted. Nowhere in
the Upper House does any one seem to have been struck
with the fact that, while the discussion of the Budget
occupies many weeks in the Lower House, it is disposed
of in a few hours in the other half of the Legislature,
although time had previously been found to devote three
whole sittings to the comparatively subordinate question
of the remission of taxes.

" The astonishment aroused by the character of the
attack made upon the Government on this occasion is
considerably increased when it is remembered how little
time was left to the House for the consideration of the
important measures mentioned above. The real explana-
tion of this opposition is unquestionably to be sought in
the restlessness and desire for occupation of ex-officials of
high rank who have obtained seats in fche Upper House.